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well done. Johnson said, it was formerly very well done, and gave some account of the persons who began it, and carried it on for some years; enlarging, at the same time, on the nature and use of such works. The King asked him if it was well done now. Johnson answered, he had no reason to think that it was1. The King then asked him if there were any other literary journals published in this kingdom, except the Monthly and Critical Reviews*; and on being answered there were no other, his Majesty asked which of them was the best: Johnson answered, that the Monthly Reviezv was done with most care, the Critical upon the best principles ; adding that the authours of the Monthly Review were enemies to the Church3. This the King said he was sorry to hear.
The conversation next turned on the Philosophical Transactions, when Johnson observed, that they had now a better method of arranging their materials than formerly. ' Aye, (said the King,) they are obliged to Dr. Johnson for that;' for his Majesty had heard and remembered the circumstance, which Johnson himself had forgot4.
1 Gibbon (Misc. War As, v. 442), writing on Dec. 20, 1763, of the Journal des Savans, says :—' I can hardly express how much I am delighted with this journal; its characteristics are erudition, precision, and taste. . . . The father of all the rest, it is still their superior. . . . There is nothing to be wished for in it but a little more boldness and philosophy ; but it is published under the Chancellor's eye.'
3 Goldsmith, in his Present State of Polite Learning (ch. xi.), published in 1759, says:—'We have two literary reviews in London, with critical newspapers and magazines without number. The compilers of these resemble the commoners of Rome, they are all for levelling property, not by increasing their own, but by diminishing that of others. ... The most diminutive son of fame or of famine has his we and his -us, hisjirstfys and his secondlys, as methodical as if bound in cowhide and closed with clasps of brass. Were these Monthly Reviews and Magazines frothy, pert, or absurd, they might find some pardon, but to be dull and dronish is an encroachment on the prerogative of a folio.'
3  See post, April 10,1766.
4  Mr. White, the Librarian of the Royal Society, has, at my request, kindly examined the records of the Royal Society, but has not been able to discover what the ' circumstance' was.   Neither is any light
Hisntroversy the spirit of Lowth himself is purified from the intolerant zeal which Warburton had ascribed to the genius of the place.' Gibbon's Misc. Works, 1.47, See BOSWELL'S Hebrides, Aug. 28,1773.
